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Councilmen. hail 
citizen group's 


housing project 


_ By TEX NOVELLINO 
Additional pledges of sup- 


; pri for a citizen group’s plan 
for developing new housing 
in Newark yesterday came 


„from two members of the city 
council. 


Council President Ralph 


Villani said the new non-profit 


_ corporation 
building homes for 15,000 per- 


k 


program for 


sons was well conceived and 


should prove of ‘‘inestimable 


benefit” to the city. 
The council president said, 


“I am wholeheartedly in back 
of the plan.” 


‘POSITIVE’ MEASURE 
Councilman Calvin D. West 


also backed the movement 
in a telegram to the group 


which read: 
“My sincere congratulations 
to your group upon the tre- 


-mendous project which you 


are undertaking. This is in- 


deed a positive measure and 


is long overdue in the city of 


` Newark, 


“Your non-profit corpora- 
pro 


tion will benefit the citizens 
throughout Newark and the 
State of New Jersey. 


“In my short term in office 
as a public official, I have 
asked that such a project be 
undertaken and I am de- 
lighted to see men and women 
who lived in this city and who 
fought for its problems and 
who are eager to see Newark 
rebuilt.” 


‘POSITIVE’ ACTION 


The new group, which is 
composed of a cross section 
of civil rights and anti-pover- 
ty leaders, plans to finance 
the housing under the state’s 
new Middle Income oa 
Law. 


George C. Richardson, for- 
mer Essex County assembly- 
man and spokesman for the 
organization, said the basic 
purpose of the new group is 
to pursue a doctrine of “‘posi- 
tive action” in providing mod- 
erate and low income housing. 
The group has not yet been 
named. 
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THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U.S.A. 
THE REV. ULYSSES B. BLAKELEY, D. D. The PRESBYTERY of NEWARK 
Associate Executive of the Synod 
THELREV: GEORSE L MORAN 910-12 McCARTER HIGHWAY 
Stated Clerk NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07102 
beir a Telephone: 623-0235 
THE REV. GEORGE M. BOOKER 
Treasurer July 13, 1967 


Abraham J. Isserman, Esq. 
20 Branford Place 
Newark, New Jersey 


Dear Mr. Isserman: 


Your memo to the Rev. Robert Johnson 
was most interesting. I suppose that in almost every 
phase of our fight to bring the Negro communityand leaders 
to share in ventures for their own development, this kind 
of hanky-panky will prevail. It is good to know that there 
are some who are willing to fight for the inclusion of this 
segment of our society in the decision making processes in 
our soceity. It is good to know that there are persons 
like yourself devoting time and energy to these matters. 


The memo gave me insights into you and 
your associates. My sincere thanks to you;for just being 
you and for sharing the memo with me. 


We are enclosing some recent newspaper 
articles concerning housing development in Newark and the 


memo. 

Sincerely yours, 
UBB/phg oa K 
Enclosures 


Ulysses B. Blakeley 


NEWARK EVENI 


Housing Č Planned 


Negro Unit Fean to Utilize New State A gency F unds 


NEWS 7/11/ 


“orporation. 


A group of 20 Negro leaders 
has formulated plans for a non- 


of. the. New Jersey Medical Col A eee held yesterday at the Ho- 
lege on the proposed site. |tel Robert Treat. 


profit corporation initially! The group, which has not Richardson said it was “the 
aimed at providing ‘‘a coraplex|chosen a name for the proposed ir tne objective. “to channel 
; sane ae i 2 le our energies in a positive direc- 
of several thousand dwelling corporation, wil ue “peopl ition. ” Most of the groups rep- 
units to shelter about 15,000jbuilding for people” as its) resented led the fight against 
people” in aren Construc- motto. ithe proposed site of the medical 
tion financing would be sought! capro Ri ee college and the appointment of 
from the state’s Housing Fi-|, foe a p: e = \Callaghan. 
ñance Agency, which went into/Mer State assemblyman and) «This was,” he said, ‘“basic- 
operation yesterday. presently chairman of thej ally a negative action. It is our 


The group expects to incor- 
porate “‘immediately,’’ follow- 
ing a meeting on Thursday with 
Joel Sterns, deputy director of 
the state’s Community Affairs 
Department, which is adminis- 


United Freedom party, is head-| jhope that by bringing these 
ing the group. | groups together we can move 
Other members include attor-jin a positive direction.” 
ney Irvin Booker; Rev. Horace) In a prepared statement Rich- 
Sharper, pastor of the Abyssin-/ardson read, the group said: 
ian Baptist Church and pres-| “The problems of Newark are 
tering the New Jersey Housing ident of TO-SOULT, a Central getting worse. The problems of 
Finance Agency Law of 1967. Ward antipoverty group; Earl/minority group citizens trapped 
That law provides for the/Harris, former Essex County/by their color in its decaying 
state agency to make loans forjfreeholder; Harry Walker, a/ghettos are desperate. Our peos 
housing for moderate income Newark school teacher and sec-|ple are despairing. 
families. The agency will fi-/retary for TO-SOULT; Earl C.| “Year after year ... we have 
nance its loans through revenue Ward, Central Ward Democrat- pleaded for decent housing. Our 
bonds. Yesterday, Sterns esti-lic chairman; Walter Dawkins,|pleas have fallen on deaf ears 
mated that the group will ‘“‘prob- lexecutive director of the Blazer}... . We are tired of pleading. 
ably make $250 million in total|work training program;. andi iWe are tired of waiting. We 
commitments across the state| Marion Kidd, chairman of thel a act to build our own hous- 
during the first three years. \Newark Welfare Committee. 
He also estimated that “3, 000! James Hooper, chairman of) Plans call for construction of 
dwelling units would cost aboutithe Newark-Essex County chap- a variety of housing types, in- 
$50 million dollars.” iter of CORE, is also listed as a\cluding small efficiency units 
| The Newark group is com-)member of the group. Hooper, pecially designed for the eld 
posed almost entirely of persons/ however, was not present at thelly; large, airy units for fam- 
who opposed the establishment'organizational, meeting’ of the} ‘cifically for smaller families, 


| 


lother aparmi a spe 


jareas with “people from our 


The structures will range 
from two-family garden apart- 
ments to low-rise multi-family 
units, the group said. 3 

Richardson also said the} 
group hopes “to create jobs” 
as well as homes by staffing 
all buildings and recreation 


community.” 

Walker inferred that the group] 
would pay special attention to} 
the medical school’s pi 
site. “We would like,” he said, 
“to consider quite seriously part 
of that site for moderate low- 
income housing instead of allot- 
ting so many acres for 
medical college.” 

The group’s ‘‘basic and pri 
mary thrust will be in housing,” 
Walker said, but will also: 
into related cultural and 
areas as required. — 

Richardson said that “in 
next five years, 50,000 to R 
persons will have to be sees 
ed” in Newark because of con-| 
struction of various hig 
and the new medical college. — 

“This is a genuine tort ” he 
concluded, “to do something 
positive in Newark and save the 
Central Ward. We think it 
be done.” 


STAR LEDGER 


Addonizio endorses 
citizen-planned housing 


Newark Mayor ! J. plans to build a c I t: ) To-Sault, an 
Addonizio pl f f several thousand > reatec obtain 
ministration ing- uni to shelter i 
iplementing 15,000 people as an initial and 
program l 
op- ii y ly, we hope 
g in the he t ar nd f 


all the 


essential to 
of the city,’ 


welcome 
bu 


a cross 
civil rights and 
erty le ier , plans 
to finance the housing under. 
sw Middle In- 
> Housing Law. 


ORIGINAL PROPOSAL 


The m 
in 1962 he 
inal propo: E for 
that the which was 
into law, was patterned 


My administration 
helped the 
Mapson get 
build his new 
Baptist Chur reh „and its hous- 
_ progr: am,” said Ad- 


Meanwhile, Joel _ Stern, 
assistant state commission- 
er in the Department of Com- 

aid he 
to meet with the 
the new corporation 


“We'll outline just what 
steps they'll have to under- 
take to qualify for the pro- 
gram,” said Stern. “And we 
will provide technical assist- 
ance they may require.” 

Stern said his department 
also would invite the cor- 
poration to apply for projects. 


‘POSITIVE ACTION’ 


Geor ge C. . Richardson, 
former Essex assemblyman 


fa a es 


CHIE tCAtI—~N, borne 


N. J. DIVISION 
NEWARK LIBRARY 
December 14, 1967 
Dear Abe: 


Yours of December 6th was warmly received. 
Thank you for the reading material. I am in the 
process of digestion and I find it all quite inter- 
esting and informative. 


Will see that such as you wish returned 
is so returned; however, would love to keep your 
report especially if this is possible. Also, any 
of the other material as you see fit. 


Thanks for your comments on my article. 


With kind regards, 


whos. BROWN 


PRESBYTERY OF NEWARK 


910-12 McCarter Highway 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 


201-623-0235 


TO:__ Abraham J, Isserman, Esq. 


20 Branford Place Date 7210/67 


—Newark, New Jersey 


FROM: Ulysses B.Blakeley 


For your information Your advice needed 
z Nor your £116 Conference desired 
Please read and return Please phone me 
Please read and toss out Urgent 
Follow-up No hurry, see me later 


